the fruit of the ground.” Because we are
not farmers, we might miss the meaning
here. If1take the first of all the fruit to the
temple, it requires that I stop in the midst
ofthe harvest. I can’t set it aside and wait
until the harvest is over. It will spoil. Butif
I stop in the midst of the harvest, the rest
of the harvest might spoil. Worshipisan
intentional act of stopping in the midst of
busy lives in order to remind ourselves that
ultimately God will provide.

How hard is that for you? We liveina
24/7 world. Thatis justreality. The
world does not stop for us to go to
church. There are phone calls to make,
business deals to consider, and people to
see. That is just the reality of the world in
which we live. But what does it matter if
you gain the whole world, but lose your
soul? Moses knows.

“When the priest takes the basket from
your hand and sets it down before the
altar of the LORD your God, you shall
make this response, ‘A wandering
Aramean was my ancestor.” Worship is a
unique form of remembering. We come to
worship to be reminded of who we are. |
am not my job. [ am not my possessions. I
am not the car [ drive, or the neighbor-
hood in which I live, or the designer labels
that I wear. I am God’s beloved, saved
by grace. Never forget! Worship is never
about whether we were entertained by the
music or the sermon. Instead, worship is
the experience of remembrance.

Every Sunday, we close our worship
experience with these words, “Go from
this place . ..” If we have worshiped with
remembrance, we are prepared to leave
this place and go back into our worlds of
work and pressure with a renewed sense
of who [ am. And that makes a difference.

I didnt get that business contract
and it s tough to make ends meet, but 1
know that I will be okay because I am
God's beloved.

The doctor said that the prognosis is
not good, but I can face the uncertainty
of the days ahead because I know who's
in charge.

Our family is really struggling right
now. There is so much misunderstand-
ing with everyone. But we are going to
work through this because we know
who we are. Moses knows.

“You shall set it down before the
LORD your God and bow down before
the LORD your God. Then you, together
with the Levites and the aliens who reside
among you, shall celebrate.” Worship is
remembrance, but it also celebration. But
don’t overlook the aliens. The aliens are
the disinherited, the marginalized, the
exiled. The aliens are an in-your-face
reminder that God cares for the
marginalized. We need the aliens in our
worship even more than they need us.
Moses knows.

In just amoment, we will celebrate the
Lord’s Supper. This is a particular
ordinance of remembrance. Jesus said,
“Do this in remembrance of me.” As we
remember Jesus’ sacrifice, remember who
you are and be glad.

! Thomas Merton, The Wisdom of the
Desert, p. 5.

"‘j.{. .._ i :.-. A

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Lel Us Share First With You.

ﬂ%_—' if.--.:‘_.-""fl.___..-:‘;;-- )

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Let Us Share First With You.

The Pulpit

Miﬂi stry

N RIREEIRIRIE

February 25, 2007
First Sunday of Lent

Moses

Knows
Deuteronomy 26:1-11

Rev. Dr. Kenneth A. Corr, Pastor
200 E. Parkway N.
Memphis, Tennessee 38112,



It is the season of Lent. We are
journeying to Easter, but for the next forty
days, we will be in the desert. So, what
do we do in the desert? In the fourth
century, a group of Christians struggled to
know how to be a Christian in a pagan,
secular society. They found it hard to
keep a right perspective, to maintain the
proper priorities, to sustain spiritual
discipline in a corrupt society and they
sensed that they were in danger of losing
their very souls. Most of us understand
how soul depleting daily life can be.

Some of these Christians left careers,
homes, families and moved to the desert.
This was the beginning of the monastic
movement. In his treatise on the desert
fathers, Thomas Merton notes, “What the
fathers sought most of all was their own
true self, in Christ.””! These early Chris-
tians went to the desert, not just in rebel-
lion against their decadent society, but to
find a spiritual center, a soul focal point, an
inner anchor for their spiritual lives.

Most of us would agree that it is easy
to lose our souls in the midst of our hectic
lives. How can we find a spiritual anchor?
Few ofus will be able to literally go to the
desert during these weeks of Lent.

I have a friend who spent two weeks
on a spiritual retreat. He was at a place in
his life where he was feeling burned out,
depleted, and needed a change. He
contacted a spiritual director, something
that he had never done before, and his
spiritual director arranged this retreat.

My friend went to a remote area, lived
in a trailer with no TV, no telephone, and
no human contact except his spiritual
director who came to see him once a day,
and spent the two weeks alone with God.
He says that he nearly went crazy, but it

was one of the spiritual turning points in his
life.

Most of us will not have that privilege
for these forty days. If we can’t go to the
desert or even to rural west Tennessee,
what can we do in this season of Lent that
can help anchor our spiritual lives in the
midst of a culture that is soul depleting? I
want to suggest this morning that Moses
knows.

Our Lenten journey starts in the desert
with the children of Israel. The children of
Israel were about to cross into the Prom-
1sed Land. For the first time in their lives,
they will experience blessings, prosperity,
and abundance. They have no idea of
what that even means. But Moses knows.
Moses knows that with blessing comes the
potential for danger. Moses knows that
with prosperity there is possibility of curse.
Moses knows that with abundance there is
the struggle to hold on to your soul.

Moses knows that when they get into the
land and have good jobs, fine homes, full
pantries, overstuftfed closets, investment
portfolios, money market accounts, new
cars, iPods, cell phones, and wireless
computers so that they never have to be
out of reach or disconnected from the
office, they will forget God. Moses
knows.

And we know it too. There are
members of every church who are faithful,
faithful, but struggling with life. After lots of
prayer and hard work, they get a better
job that requires them to travel, or they get
a promotion that gives them more respon-
sibility, or they get a retail shop that
requires them to stay open on Sunday, and
before long, they are spiritual dropouts.
What happened?

In the parable of the Sower and the

Seeds, Jesus warned that the Word of
God is easily stifled, smothered, and finally
strangled by the “cares, riches, and
pleasures of life.”

How do we stay connected to our
spiritual center when we live so much of
our life in the material world? How do we
keep a seamless connection between our
lives in the workplace and in the sanctu-
ary? How do we live with the same
integrity on Monday morning that we had
on Sunday morning? How do we keep
from becoming attached to and eventually
possessed by our possessions and our
careers? Moses knows.

“When you have come into the land
that your God is giving you as an inherit-
ance, and you possess it, and settle in it. .
.” My guess is that as Moses was
preaching these words, the people were
already daydreaming, already imagining,
already fantasizing about what it would be
like. They were so close, they could see it
in their minds.

“You shall take some of the first of all
the fruit of the ground. . . .you shall put it
in a basket. . . .you shall go to the priest. .
..you shall make this response before the
LORD your God: ‘A wandering Aramean
was my ancestor’. . . . You shall set it
down and bow before the LORD your
God. Then you, together with the Levites
and the aliens who reside among you, shall
celebrate.” Moses knows.

Moses knows exactly what they need
to do, how they need to do it, and what
they need to say when they do it. Moses
knows that worship is a spiritual and
emotional anchor that keeps us grounded
to spiritual reality in the midst of a secular
world.

“You shall take some of the first of all




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


